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Parents to launch new education
resource at Olympia

A group of parents from London is to launch an education resource to tackle
challenges in the education system from a parental perspective.

Titled Parental Eye Magazine, the resource will be promoted to educators at the
2004 Education Show London and Specia Needs London show, to be held at
Kensington Olympia from September 30™ to October 2™.

Parental Eye Magazineis to take a campaigning stance on key issues such as
home-school relations, underachievement, parental responsibility and related
social issues that affect learning, as well as to encourage parents to get more
involved in their children’s education.

It also aimsto act as a one-stop source of information and resources for parents
who want to do more, but are unsure of what to do or where to go for help.

The parents behind the launch have either professional or personal linksto
education, and include some who have faced their own challenges with the
education system.

Publishing director Denise Roberts came up with the idea for the resource after
her son’s school suggested he be given a special education needs (SEN)
statement to help him with hisliteracy skills.

She comments: ‘At thetime | knew very little about SEN, and the term

“statemented” set off alarm bells. But after years of resisting and trying

alternative methods | finally began to understand that it wasn’t a negative label
Unit 353 The Arch that would follow him for the rest of hislife, but a safety measure to ensure he’d
Winchelsea Road receive the support he needed to help him achieve his best.
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‘At the same time we have an education system that is facing its own structural
challenges with the impending Tomlinson report, the teaching crisis, and the
underachievement of boysin particular.

‘But parents’ voices are often missing in these debates — they are either spoken
about or spoken down to, and then blamed with things go wrong. I’m not
surprised by research results such as that by the Institute of Education, revealing
that 27% of parents use tutors to ensure their children can get into a good school.
Parents have been relying out-of-school teaching services such as supplementary
schools for the past the 30 years because they know teaching cannot be left to
teachers alone.

‘Parents have always been concerned, but many need help, support and
encouragement. | strongly believe that given accessto thishelp it is parents who
are best able to meet and tackle many of the education issues facing children and
young people. Parents need to take their rightful place alongside professionals
working in education, because without our input it simply will not work.’

Notes for editors

Parental Eye Magazine is a bi-monthly national quality education title aimed
exclusively at parents. It is a source of news, information and resources for parents who
want support, inspiration and encouragement to help their children achieve their best. It
retails at £2.50 per copy and is currently available on subscription only.

weekend.

The group isworking in partnership with schools to promote the aims of Parental Eye
Magazine and will be launching the title at Stand PT125B during this year’s Special
Needs L ondon and Education Show London, to be held at Olympia from 30"
September to 2™ October 2004

Parental Eye Magazine publishing director Denise Robertsis ajournalist and editor

Unit 353 The Arch with over 10 years experience in the publishing industry.

Winchelsea Road Parental Eye Magazine editor Richard Reddie has a background in education policy

London E7 0AQ and information management.
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